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Fairway Terrace NE & Cedar Rapids Country Club Expansion
The 5/24 council meeting agenda includes the first reading to change the zone for the Country Club
property and action to vacate a portion of Fairway Terrace SE. The public hearing was held for both
items on May 10. The items were tabled by Council and the applicant was directed to consider
modifications and provide further information. Written responses, updated site plans, renderings
and exhibits are available in the Council packet.
 
 
Renaming of 8th Avenue SW
The 5/24 council meeting agenda includes the second and possible third reading of an ordinance to
rename a portion of 8th Avenue SW to Stadium Court SW. There are no postal addresses listed along
the portion of the roadway being renamed. The public hearing for this item was held on May 10 and
there were no comments or objections from the public. Property owners were notified of the
proposal in early April, with no comments or feedback received. Following the 5/10 council meeting
and public hearing, a resident reached out to staff requesting the name be changed to something
other than Stadium Court. The second and possible third readings remain on the 5/24 agenda.
 
 
Federal Community Project Funding (CPF) Program Update
Today Congresswoman Ashley Hinson published the 15 projects she submitted for funding through
the CPF program. This is a program which allows the US Congress to direct a specific amount of
funding toward a state, locality, or congressional district within larger appropriations (federal
spending) legislation — similar to the earmark process. The CPF program gives members of Congress
input over spending on eligible projects. House members may submit up to 15 requests, while
senators do not have a cap on the number of requests they submit. Iowa’s senators chose not to
participate in the program this year.
 
Of the 15 projects submitted by Congresswoman Hinson, four projects are located in Cedar Rapids
— including one of the three projects formally requested by the City of Cedar Rapids, the 5th
Avenue Gatewell and Flood Pumps project. We appreciate the Congresswoman’s support for this
project.
 
Additional Cedar Rapids projects submitted by the Congresswoman include the Kirkwood
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Community College Aviation Maintenance Technician Program; Eastern Iowa Airport (CID) Taxiway
Expansion Project; and Tower Terrace Road Corridor project submitted by the Corridor Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO).
 
This is a promising first step in a process that will take several months to make its way through
Federal legislation and ultimate funding designation. Staff will continue to provide updates to
Council as the process continues.
 
 
Fireworks Update & PD Enforcement
In accordance with recently updated State code, firework sales must be permitted within Cedar
Rapids City limits starting 6/1. However, the use of fireworks within Cedar Rapids city limits remains
strictly prohibited. City Fire Marshal Vance McKinnon and Marshal staff manage the permitting
process authorizing vendors to sell fireworks and are working now to start authorizing those sites. As
of 5/19, only one vendor has successfully registered with CRFD — but more are expected.
 
Cedar Rapids Police Officers are tasked with enforcement and will have extra staff on hand during
peak firework times to assist with calls for service. During the summer months, the Joint
Communications Agency faces a deluge of calls regarding fireworks. Officers are encouraged to take
a zero-tolerance stance when it comes to enforcement and use Code Section 63.10B for citations
where evidence of offense is clear.
 
Fireworks can be a fire hazard, cause injuries, and are a noise disturbance. The City is asking
residents to consider their neighbors, veterans, pets and City code when reminding residents to not
discharge fireworks. The use of sparklers, snakes and caps is permitted within City limits. To report
illegal use of fireworks, residents can contact the Cedar Rapids Police Department at (319) 286-5491.
The Communications team has prepared a informational fireworks flyer residents can share with
neighbors. Download the flyer here. 
 
 
Citizen Review Board Reviews First Complaint
The Citizen Review Board (CRB) reviewed the first Police Chief’s report regarding a citizen complaint
received by the Police Department at their 5/19 meeting. The report details facts of finding related
to the Department’s investigation of the complaint. City Attorney Vanessa Chavez attended the
meeting to walk CRB members through the process and overview the State laws guiding the
information provided. Camme McEllhiney from the National Association for Civilian Oversight of Law
Enforcement (NACOLE) also joined the meeting to provide guidance in the review process. The CRB
asked several questions regarding the process and shared additional types of information they’d find
useful in future reports from the Chief of Police. A copy of the report can be found in the 5/19
meeting packet. CRB members will continue to review reports at future meetings while they work to
build out their long-term plan.
 
 
CDBG & HOME Allocations
The City has received the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment
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Partnership Grant (HOME) funding allocations for the upcoming fiscal year. The City will receive
$1,064,243 in CDBG funding, which is a decrease of approximately $24,000 (2%) and $439,325 in
HOME funding, which is an increase of approximately $55,000 (14%) from our current year funding.
The Grants and Programs Committee have met to finalize any changes in funding recommendations
based on these final funding allocation amounts. The Annual Action Plan, which includes these
funding recommendations, will go out for public comment on 5/28 and come before City Council for
consideration on 6/28.
 


